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Did the Malayan Communist Party Really
Understand the Theory of the Chinese Communist
Party’s on “The Countryside Encircling the Cities,
Seizing Political Power through Armed Struggle”?

BAN Ah Kam (Freelance Researcher)

Abstract

In its 21st April 1954 statement, the Malayan Communist Party (MCP) revealed
its intention for peace, and so the Baling Talks were held at the end of December 1955.
Due to the nation’s external and internal political situation, the peace talks failed. The
MCP decided in 1959 to stop armed struggle unilaterally, to re-orientate its rank and
file, and prepared to launch the constitutional struggle through secret, open and semi-

open means.

Before that, in mid-1954, after the Indo-China Peace Treaty in Geneva, Com-
munist Party of Soviet Union (CPSU) and Chinese Communist Party (CCP) put up a
joint proposal to their MCP counterpart. They proposed that, since Malaya possessed
no common border with any of the Socialist States, and a trans-ethnic broad united
front was yet to be formed in ithe course of struggle, therefore, the MCP should stop

its armed struggle, and put their efforts into constitutional activities.

In 1961, taking into account the development of the Indo-China warfare, under
the suggestion and support promised by CCP, MCP decided to continue its frustrated

armed struggle. A new directive was issued in 1962.

In its statement of 1st June 1968, on the eve of its 20th anniversary, the MCP
announced its adoption of the theory of “the countryside encircling the cities, seizing
political power through armed struggle” as expounded by Mao Zedong. The author
of this article believes that the MCP is application of Mao’s theory to the context of
Malaya to a certain extent intended to solve the problem of the peasantry which was
mainly Malay, and other problems such as land reform, the worker-peasantry alliance

, ethnic problem, and the national united front.
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Nevertheless, based on the observation of the praxis of MCP, it is quite clear that
MCP’s approach was different from Mao’s. In his first issue of the series on “The
Incidents in the Liberated Areas of the Malaysia-Thai Border”, the author Fang Shan
disclosed that the said policy of MCP was in fact “Encircling the cities from the coun-
tryside, to protect the liberated areas and to safeguard the revolution and the people”
which is a revised version of theory. The writer of this article puts forth his opinion

and discussion.

In December 1989, the tripartite Hattyai Peace Agreement was signed between
Malaysian Government, Thai Government and MCP. MCP had eventually stopped its

protracted armed struggle with honour and dignity.

Keywords: Malayan Communist Party (MCP), the countryside encircling the

cities,armed struggle, land policy, Fang Shan
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